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wrote in 1819 in a report submitted to the Govern-
ment 'of British India :

"In whatever point of view we examine
the native government in the Deccan, the
first and most important feature is the divi-
sion into villages or townships. These
communities contain in miniature all the
materials of a state within themselves, and are
almost sufficient to protect their members,
if all other government were withdrawn/'l

It was largely due to this system of local self-
government that Hindu culture and civilization
were able to survive. It "provided a sort of
Noah's Ark in which were safely protected the
vital elements of Hindu civilization against the
overwhelming political deluges that swept over
the country from time to time/*2 These village
communities developed remarkable public insti-
tutions. They had not only public halls, temples,
mathas (seminars), monasteries and hospitals, but
also schools of learning.3 One of the unfortunate
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